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Summary 

The data presented in the following tables indicate that the value of all 

imports of automotive products during 1980 was $28.3 billion, and the value of 

U.S. exports of such articles was $15.8 billion. Thus, the United States 

experienced a net trade deficit of $12.5 billion in automotive products in 

1980. This deficit represents a $2.0 billion increase from the 1979 figure of 

$10.5 billion. There has not been a trade surplus in automotive products 

since 1967, when a small surplus of $290 million was registered. 

New passenger automobiles represented about 59 percent ($16.7 billion) of 

total imports of automotive products in 1980; motor-vehicle parts, 33 percent 

($9.5 billion); and automobile trucks, buses, snowmobiles, and other 

miscellaneous motor vehicle, the remaining 8 percent ($2.1 billion). Motor-

vehicle parts accounted for 56 percent ($8.8 billion) of U.S. exports in 1980 

and fully assembled motor vechicles accounted for the balance $7.0 billion. 

Thus, most of the U.S. trade deficit in automotive products can be attributed 

to the importation of new passenger automobiles. 

The United States imported automotive products valued at $8.8 billion 

from Canada in 1980. Of this total, $3.8 billion represented the value of new 

passenger automobiles; $3.4 billion, motor-vehicle parts; $1.3 billion, 

automobile trucks; and $246 million, miscellaneous motor vehciles. U.S. 

exports of automotive products to Canada in 1980 totaled $8.7 billion, about 

92 percent of which consisted of new passenger automobiles and automotive 

parts, indicating a $105 million trade deficit with Canada. With the 

exception of 1975, when the United States had a small trade surplus of $237 

million with Canada, a Canadian trade deficit has been recorded each year 

since 1967. 
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Trade deficits in automotive products between the United States and all 

countries other than Canada (primarily Japan and West Germany) have grown 

steadily since 1967. U.S. trade with these countries has deteriorated from a 

$1.7 billion surplus registered in 1964 to a $12.4 billion deficit in 1980. 
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